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of this region. Its climate is extremely vtell suited to South
European races, while the Indians are few, as the products of
the region were never such as to encourage a great increase in
their numbers. The rivers, the natural highways of the country,
converge on the estuary of La Plata, to which the best agri-
cultural lands are contiguous, and the progress of these has been
rapid with the growing demand from Europe lor wheat and meat.
It is not surprising, therefore, that this region, which contains the
greater part of the cultivable soil of the republic, has over two-thirds
of its population and is the centre of its economic development.
Since the end of last century, the area under wheat has been
trebled, and at the same time there has been a considerable move-
ment southwards of the centre of production. In 1898, Santa Fe and
Cordoba produced about two-thirds of the whole crop, while in
1925-6 the relative production was as follows : Buenos Aires, 36 per
cent; Cordoba, 28 per cent; Santa Fe, 12 per cent; Entre Rios,
6 per cent ; La Pampa, 14 per cent; other districts, 14 per cent.
The area, within which fertility of the soil, favourable climate, and
facilities for cultivation render possible the growth of wheat, is
limited on the north and north-west by increasing heat and moisture,
and on the west and south by decreasing precipitation. These limits
have not yet been exactly determined, but in the north little wheat
is grown beyond the thirty-first parallel, and in the south beyond
the thirty-ninth. The mean annual isohyet of 20 inches practically
defines the western and south-western margins of the wheat area,
although a little is grown with a rainfall of 16 to 20 inches. In
eastern Buenos Aires the soil is too damp for arable farming. But
within these limits the area devoted to wheat (15,500,000 acres in
the years 1936-37) could, under favourable economic conditions,
be greatly extended. Much of the land at present given up to
cattle-raising is suitable for cultivation, and has in many cases
grown wheat before It was laid down in alfalfa.
The average yield for recent years does not exceed 13 bushels
per acre. Various circumstances tend to account for this. The
region is yet in an early stage of agricultural development, and
with its easily tilled soil is particularly adapted to extensive methods
of cultivation. Moreover, many of the cultivators are immigrants
from the south of Europe who are slovenly in their methods of
agriculture, and do not realize the importance of deep ploughing